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Transitional-Fluent Stage Teaching Points 
*These may be used at the end of a Phase One Meet the Source lesson and/or as a reference during conferring. 

  

Fluency 
*Always close by clearly stating strategy or by asking the students to help you do so  

*Remember to explain why each of these skills is important 
*Students should not be pointing to individual words unless they are reading a tricky part; sweeping is acceptable as needed. 

Phrasing If students are reading word by word, suggest the following: “Try to look at two to three words at a time 
or think about words that go together and read those together.”  Place your fingers in the book, framing 
phrases (e.g., in the closet) for the students to read aloud. (You may need to do this twice with the 
same sentence.) Then ask them to read the same sentence without your fingers there. Discuss the 
difference.  
 
Why: Explain that reading in phrases makes it easier for our minds to process the meaning in the text. 
For example, it’s easier to think about “in a closet” than “in” and “the” and “closet.” 

Expression 
 

Demonstrate by reading aloud with expression a section of the text. Follow by asking the students to 
engage in choral reading of the same section of text with you and then again with a partner with a 
partner.  
 
Why: When we read with expression, we are monitoring for the meaning of the text, noticing when 
someone is speaking, how someone is feeling, when there is a problem. As a result, we are better able 
to understand the text. 

Rate  Note: Some students may just read slowly and still comprehend. ALSO reading rate may vary by 
purpose and difficulty of text or parts of a text. 
 
Demonstrate pushing their eyes forward with your finger. Remind students: “As soon as you see a 
word and start to read it, your eyes need to be moving to the next word. I’m going to push your eyes 
forward with my finger. Place a text in the center for all students to view; from the left hand side of the 
text, push your finger covering each word as soon as the students start to read it. (You may need to do 
this twice.) Then ask the students to read that same chunk of text again—using only their eyes (so 
without your finger). Discuss the difference. 
 
Why: Remind students that reading too slowly may get in the way of understanding the text. 

Punctuation Demonstrate what reading sounds like when punctuation is ignored. Read aloud a few sentences 
without pausing for punctuation.  
 
Why:  

• Punctuation at the end of a sentence gives the reader’s eye a break. 

• Punctuation at the end of a sentence signals to the reader that the author has finished a thought. 

• Some types of punctuation have an additional purpose like signaling that the author has asked a 
question or that the author is excited.  
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